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acquaintance with a haggis; and long afterwards,
when he came down to Wimbledon to dine, his
first words on entering the house were, c Is there
a haggis to-day?' My father and mother were
once present at a dinner-party where he and Dr
and Mrs Wheweli were fellow guests. Whewell
and Borrow were both large and powerful men,
and at table they fell into such violent controversy
that it seemed likely they would come to blows,
and Mrs Whewell was carried fainting out of the
room.
Soon after the death of the Prince Consort,
it was decided to bring out a volume of his
speeches, which Queen Victoria was anxious to sec
published by the first anniversary of his death.
The firm to which the work was entrusted (it
has long ceased to exist) failed altogether in their
preparations; and very late in the day my father
was called in to take over the responsibility. He
had the book re-set, and by very strenuous efforts
succeeded in getting it ready by the appointed
time. I shall never forget his delight and gratifica-
tion on receiving a copy with the following inscrip-
tion in the Queen's own hand-writing: 'To John
Murray Esq; with the sincere acknowledgment* of
his s&ealous exertions in the publication of these
valuable Memorials of the great and good Prince*
from His broken-hearted Widow, Victoria E.
Osborne, Dec. 20,1862.'
Ten years later when the Memorial in Hyde
Park was nearing completion he was called upon
to prepare a sumptuous and elaborate folio volume
describing the whole structure and ornamentation.
According to his wont he studied the proof sheets
carefully as they passed through the press. Dining